
This sister [our common home] now cries out to us 
because of the harm we have inflicted on her by our 
irresponsible use and abuse of the goods with which 

God has endowed her. We have come to see ourselves 
as her lords and masters, entitled to plunder her at 

will. The violence present in our hearts, wounded by 
sin, is also reflected in the symptoms of sickness 

evident in the soil, in the water, in the air, and in all 
forms of life. (2) 

 

We are not faced with two separate crises, one 
environmental and the other social, but rather one 

complex crisis which is both social and environmental. 
Strategies for a solution demand an integrated 

approach to combating poverty, restoring dignity to 
the underprivileged, and at the same time protecting 

nature. (139) 

 

If present trends continue, this century may well 
witness extraordinary climate change and an 

unprecedented destruction of ecosystems, with serious 
consequences for all of us. (24) 

 

 



We can see signs that things are now reaching a 
breaking point, due to the rapid pace of change and 
degradation; these are evident in large-scale natural 

disasters as well as social and even financial crises, for 
the world’s problems cannot be analyzed or explained 

in isolation. (61) 

 

Bartholomew has drawn attention to the ethical and 
spiritual roots of environmental problems, which 

require that we look for solutions not only in 
technology but in a change of humanity; otherwise we 
would be dealing merely with symptoms. He asks us to 

replace consumption with sacrifice, greed with 
generosity, wastefulness with a spirit of sharing, an 
asceticism which “entails learning to give, and not 
simply to give up. It is a way of loving, of moving 

gradually away from what I want to what God’s world 
needs. It is liberation from fear, greed and 

compulsion.” (9) 

 

The urgent challenge to protect our common home 
includes a concern to bring the whole human family 

together to seek a sustainable and integral 
development, for we know that things can change. (13) 

 



Because all creatures are connected, each must be 
cherished with love and respect, for all of us, as living 

creatures, are dependent on one another. (42) 

 

Our difficulty in taking this challenge seriously has 
much to do with an ethical and cultural decline which 

has accompanied the deterioration of the 
environment. Men and women of our postmodern 

world run the risk of rampant individualism, and many 
problems of society are connected with today’s self-

centred culture of instant gratification. (162) 

 

We must regain the conviction that we need one 
another, that we have a shared responsibility for 

others and the world, and that being good and decent 
are worth it. We have had enough of immorality and 
the mockery of ethics, goodness, faith and honesty. It 
is time to acknowledge that lighthearted superficiality 

has done us no good. (229) 

 

 

 

 

 



Is it realistic to hope that those who are obsessed with 
maximizing profits will stop to reflect on the 

environmental damage which they will leave behind 
for future generations? Where profits alone count, 

there can be no thinking about the rhythms of nature, 
its phases of decay and regeneration, or the complexity 

of ecosystems which may be gravely upset by human 
intervention. (190) 

 

I believe that Saint Francis is the example par 
excellence of care for the vulnerable and of an integral 
ecology lived out joyfully and authentically…. He shows 
us just how inseparable is the bond between concern 

for nature, justice for the poor, commitment to society, 
and interior peace. (10) 

 

One particularly serious problem is the quality of water 
available to the poor. Every day, unsafe water results 

in many deaths and the spread of water-related 
diseases, including those caused by microorganisms 

and chemical substances. Dysentery and cholera, 
linked to inadequate hygiene and water supplies, are a 

significant cause of suffering and of infant mortality. 
(29) 

 



Nature is usually seen as a system which can be 
studied, understood and controlled, whereas creation 
can only be understood as a gift from the outstretched 
hand of Father of all, and as a reality illuminated by a 

love which calls us together into universal communion. 
(76) 

 

 


